CHAPTER XVII

APPEASEMENT IN ACTION

IN his Reichstag speech of February 20th, 1938,
Hitler had linked the Austrian and Czech prob-
lems together. "Over ten million Germans/' he
declared, "live in two of the States adjoining our
frontiers/' It was the duty of the Reich to protect
"these fellow Germans/1 While Mr. Chamberlain
was announcing the collapse of League guarantees
and thus warning both Vienna and Prague, the
French Foreign Minister Delbos solemnly reiterated
France's resolution to fulfil her Treaty obligations
to the Czechs. This pledge was confirmed a few
days later by the French Chamber by 439 votes to 2,
and was coupled with support for a policy of close
co-operation with Britain, In Czecho-Slovakia the
Prime Minister, M. Hodza, committed himself to
the assertion that German protection of the Sudeten
German minority would constitute a threat to
Czechoslovakia's sovereignty and as such would
be resisted. In Austria Chancellor Schuschnigg, con-
fronted with growing Nazi provocation, called his
fatal plebiscite which was to "decide" Austria's
independence. There was an air of finality about all
these events which was not in accordance with
the general facts of the situation. Mr. Chamberlain
wisely had no part in all this oath taking. Follow-
ing the vote in the House of Commons of 226 to 99
upholding his policy, he chose Lord Halifax to
succeed Mr. Eden as Foreign Secretary. There was
no surprise and general approval at the choice.
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